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In this paper we intend to explore the extent to which statistical analysis and
interpretation of corpus evidence can contribute to the analysis of register
variation. Encapsulating Firth's tradition, statistical association is considered
as closely linked to co-occurrence frequency. Collocations are focused and
investigated as surface evidence that is extracted from a corpus through
automatic procedures — positional and frequency-based — and the application
of probabilistic criteria. In a previous work (Rossini 2008) it was argued that
collocations as habitual co-occurrences of words can be considered to reflect
experiences which occur repetitively in a speech community. It was suggested
that the statistical analysis of the habitual co-occurrences of a word can make
it possible to capture elements of frame/s evoked by a word. Collocates that
are most characteristic for the word chosen as the node have been analysed
as providing clues the word's meaning and contextual form. Can they be
considered as clues to register features? In the analysis reference is made to
the text data contained in CORIS/CODIS, a 120-million word synchronic cor-
pus of written language representing a wide range of varieties in written ltalian
— press, fiction, academic, legal and administrative prose, ephemera and
miscellanea — which, through tools specifically developed, can be singularly or
comparatively investigated. The results are illustrated in a graph where an
automatic procedure recursively generates and compares collocation sets
using the log-likelihood measure and presents them in a 3D-graph.
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